Union wants
stronger
constitutional
safequards
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"he i Teachers Union
q {FT) is.calling for con-
stitutional reforms that
strengthen democratic  safe-
guards, protect children’s rights
and promote national unity.

In Hs submission to the Special
Parliamentary Committee, the
union said constitutional reform
must strengthen democratic in-
stitutions. expand enforceable
rights and avoid unnecessary
regtrictions on fundamental free-
doms. )

-FTU opposes any constitutional
provision that permits or legifi-
mises corporal pupishment of
children.
dt recommends remavicg any
exception that allows corporal
punishment and expfessly guar-
antseing every child protection
from all forms of physical pun-
ishment, violence and degrading
treatment, including in educa-
tional settings.

Union general secretary Mu-
niappa CGoundar said children
had an inherent right to dignity,
. safety and protection from physi-
‘cal and psychological violence.
“Schools must remain safe en-
vironments where discipline is
achieved through positive, re-
spectful and child-centered ap-
proaches,” Mr Goundar said.

The union also recommends re-
taining s common Fifian national
identity for all citizens while rec-
ognising and protecting the legit
imate identities and rights of in-
digenous and other comimunities.

“Unity must not reguire cul-
tural assimilation, and cultural
recognition must not undermine
equal citizenship,” hesaid.
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tions that prevent trade nnion
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FTU opposes
blanket restrictions
that prevent trade
union officials and
employees from
exercising their
political and civic
rights.

officials and employees from ex-
ereising their political and eivie
rights,

“No future unconstitutional
seizure of power should receive
immunity. Teachers understand
that the foundations of 2 just soci-
oty arelaid in the classroom.  ~

“Children must learn 1o respect
thelaw, value human dignityand
resolve differences peacefully.
TFhose lessons are credible only
when our national institutions
demonstrate the same prinel-
ples.” the union said.

A Constitution must never
serve the interests of those who
held power at the expense of
those whom power is meant to
serve,” Mr Goundar said.
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